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presented itself to an observer in the second half of
the last century.

It has to be carefully borne in mind .that the con-
struction of the American Constitution was extremely
unlike that process of founding a new Constitution
which in our day may be witnessed at intervals of a^
few years on the European Continent, and that it bore
even less resemblance to the foundation of a new
Republic, as the word is now understood. Whatever
be the occasion of one of these new European Con-
stitutions, be it ill success in war, or escape from
foreign dominion, or the overthrow of a government
by the army or the mob, the new institutions are
always shaped in a spirit of bitter dissatisfaction with
the old, which, at the very best, are put upon their
trial. But the enfranchised American colonists were
more than satisfied with the bulk of their institutions,
which were those of the several colonies to which they
belonged. And, although they had fought a success-
ful war to get rid of the King of Great Britain and
of the British Parliament, they had no quarrel with
kings or parliaments as such. Their contention was
that the British King and the British Parliament had
forfeited by usurpation whatever rights they had, and
that they had been justly punished by dispossession.
Born free Englishmen, they were not likely to deny
the value of parliaments, and, even as to kings, it is
probable that many of them had at one time shared